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Lawn and Landscape Guide 

Your lawn and garden areas can be enhanced by water features, 
decks and patios, and outdoor living spaces. Create an outdoor 
living environment suitable to your climate, lifestyle, and design 
preferences.

•	 Budget: Establishing a project budget helps identify 
available landscaping options that match your needs and 
preferences. If it is not possible to complete your landscape 
project within your budget, explore alternatives for cutting 
costs or consider completing the project in stages.

•	 Climate: Your climate is a major factor when selecting turf 
grass, ground covers, landscaping trees, and plants. Consult 
turf grass companies, lawn service pros, and local nurseries 
to find turf grasses, trees, and plants that grow well in your 
climate. Identify your USDA plant hardiness zone and select 
plants and trees accordingly.

•	 Natural light: Is your property shaded by a canopy of 
old-growth trees? Does your yard receive hours of direct 
sun? How do light and shade change as the day passes? 
Your answers are important to help you determine which 
trees, plants, and ground covers work best for your lawn and 
landscaping.

•	 Lifestyle: Consider how your outdoor living areas will be 
used. If you have children and pets, your choices for a lawn 
and your landscaping goals may differ from those of a single 
professional who is rarely home. Advise your landscape 
contractor of potential wear and tear on lawn and gardens.

•	 Irrigation system: Install or update automatic sprinkler and 
drip systems to protect your landscape, conserve water, and 
save time as well.

•	 Paths: Installing paths connects your home, deck, and 
patio areas to your beautiful yard and garden areas. Balance 
pathways with turf grass and landscaping. Select pathway 
materials for durability, function, and appearance. Materials 
can include stones or bricks, textured concrete, or paths 
constructed with mulch, gravel, or synthetic materials.

•	 Rocks and boulders: Incorporate naturally occurring 
boulders and rocks into your landscape as focal points. 
You can also buy them if necessary. Shape, size, and 
texture of rocks and boulders can create focal points while 
complimenting foliage. Work with your landscape designer 
to discover the best ways to use rocks and boulders in your 
landscape plan.

•	 Fences, boundaries, and visual barriers: Discuss privacy 
and outdoor sight lines with your landscape contractor. 
Obscure objectionable views and protect your privacy by 
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strategically placing trees and shrubbery. Choose fencing 
that compliments your landscape design. Update old 
fencing and retaining walls with fresh paint and a “screen” of 
climbing shrubs or vining plants.

•	 Trees: Evaluate the existing trees on your property. 
Remove diseased and dead trees, and add new trees into 
your landscape plan. Large trees anchor your landscape 
and provide the shade and privacy you desire. Using a 
combination of deciduous and evergreen trees provides fall 
and winter color in areas that experience seasonal climate 
changes.

•	 Shrubs and ornamental plants: Use shrubs for filling 
spaces between large trees and for anchoring ornamental 
gardens. Flowering shrubs provide color and fragrance 
while others are appealing for their structure or foliage. Add 
“pops” of color by planting annual flowering plants from 
spring through fall.

•	 Container gardens: Container gardens elevate potted 
plants to a new level. Tie groups of potted plants together 

with a theme using similar types of plants, pots, or colors. 
Group potted plants near doors or at intervals on your deck. 
Mixing and matching containers and plants and setting them 
off with solar-powered lighting makes a dramatic visual. A 
container garden can also provide a focal point for an in-
ground garden.

•	 Turf grass and ground covers: Your options are no longer 
limited to uniform turf grass lawns. Hardy ground cover 
plants add color, texture, and focal points to your yard 
and gardens. Ground covers including succulents, mosses, 
and low-growing perennials can also help with water 
conservation when used in gardens and spots where turf 
grass won’t grow.

Add personal touches to lawns and gardens by incorporating 
metal art and found objects into your landscape and outdoor 
decor. Garage sales and thrift stores are great sources for finding 
unusual pieces. Don’t overdo ornamentation: A few well-placed 
pieces enhance your landscape, while a cluttered collection 
confuses the eye and doesn’t allow individual items to stand out.


